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Whether you're selling 
your home or condo or 
just making it more 
comfortable, there are 
things you can do to 
make it feel larger and 
more spacious.  

• Paint walls in a light 
color. You don't have to 
be bored with beige. 
You could choose a soft 
gray, light green or 
even light blue if it fits 
into the color scheme of 
your furnishings. Use 
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Clear snow and ice off 
your car, so you have 
an unobstructed view of 
the road. Clean the 
headlights and keep 
them on while driving. 

After a big snow, don't 
leave until the snow 
plows and sanding 
trucks have done their 
work. 

If you don't have much 
experience driving in 
snow, practice your 
moves and check your 
car's response in a 
vacant parking lot. 

On the road, drive 

white for the ceiling, 
creating the illusion of 
height.  

• Remove the doors 
that separate rooms to 
create a more open 
effect and free up wall 
space.  

• Flood your home with 
light. Dark corners are 
less likely to be used. 
That means less usable 
square footage. Try to 
use three or more 
different light fixtures or 

slowly and leave three 
times the amount of 
space you normally 
allow between your car 
and the one ahead. 
Don't use cruise control. 
Brake gently to stop. If 
your wheels start to lock 
up, ease off the brake.  

If your wheels skid, stop 
accelerating and steer 
in the direction you 
want the front wheels to 
go. Apply anti-lock 
brakes with steady 
pressure. If you have 
standard brakes, pump 
them gently.  

If you get stuck, don't 
spin your wheels.  Use 
a light touch to ease 
your car out. If that 
doesn't work, use a 
shovel to clear the snow 
from the wheels and 
underside of the car 
and put sand under the 
wheels. Try gently 
rocking the vehicle back 
and forth.  

Don't gun the engine 
repeatedly, or you could 
ruin the transmission.  
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lamps in a room. 

• Let more of the floor 
show for a more 
spacious feel. If you 
are buying new 
furniture, consider a 
sofa that doesn't go all 
the way down to the 
floor or glass coffee 
and end tables. 
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Avoid stripped screw 
heads and cracked 

boards by drilling a pilot 
hole first.  Coating the 

screw with wax (a 
candle works fine) will 

make it much easier to 
screw in. 

People all over the 
United States have had 
fun searching for each 
new state quarter. With 
the release of the 
Hawaii quarter, their 
books are complete 
with every circle filled.  

The program was the 
U.S. Mint's most 
successful one in 
history with about 147 
million collectors in the 
United States 
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They're not putting it 
under the mattress, but 
a lot of people are 
putting their money into 
their home safes.  

People worried about 
the economy are 
responsible for a big 
spike in safe sales. 
SentrySafe, the largest 
maker of home vaults, 
says orders were up by 
half over last year for 
the month of October.  

At Home Depot, sales 
are up by double digits. 
Consumers are thinking 
their money is safe at 
home. It is hoped that 
thieves don't catch on 
to the trend, because 
small safes, though 
heavy, can be picked 
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participating. And it was 
the most profitable, 
bringing in a profit of 
$3.5 billion over 10 
years.  

The Mint issued the 
quarters in the order 
each state joined the 
Union, with five 
releases a year at 
intervals of about 10 
weeks.  

Kids, their parents and 
all coin collectors now 

have something new to 
look forward to. In 
2009, the Mint will 
begin producing 
quarters honoring the 
left-out District of 
Columbia, the 
commonwealths of 
Puerto Rico and the 
Northern Mariana 
Islands, and the 
territories of Guam, 
American Samoa and 
the U.S. Virgin Islands.  

 

up and carted away.  

The Fed, which keeps 
track of "currency in 
circulation," reports a 
$21 billion rise in that 
category in one recent 
month. That's the 
biggest increase since 
1999 when Y2K fears 
had people worrying 
about bank computers.  

Because bank deposits 
are federally insured, a 
bank would be a safer 
place to keep cash than 
a home.  

If that $21 billion were 
in banks, banks could 
use it to lend money to 
individuals and 
businesses in order to 
get the economy 
moving better.  
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Dropping a cellphone 
into the swimming pool, 
bathtub or toilet is so 
common that some 
manufacturers include a 
sensor so users can't 
return them to the 
makers saying they are 
defective.  

If it happens to you, do 
not turn the phone on 
until it has been 
completely dried out or 
you'll fry the circuits.  

Cell phone repair 
services recommend 
taking out the battery 
right away and wiping it 
off. Shake out any 
excess moisture from 
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“Here is a test to 
determine whether your 
mission on earth is 
finished: If you're alive, it 
isn't. 

- Richard Bach 

  
the phone. Unfasten the 
screws and open up the 
device. Then use an 
electrical-contact 
cleaning spray or 
rubbing alcohol to 
remove corrosive 
moisture.  

When you think it's 
completely dry, wait 
another day before 
turning it on.  

There are a number of 
drying techniques 
posted on Yahoo and 
CrackBerry bulletin 
boards. The key to any 
of these techniques is to 
dry the phone out as 

soon as possible. Some 
people recommend 
using a hair dryer set on 
cool. Others seal the 
phone in a jar with 
uncooked rice hoping 
the grains will absorb 
the moisture.  
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 So far in this series, 
we’ve dealt with 
choosing contractors 
and the process of 
getting one or more 
proposals.  At this point, 
you’ve made your 
decision about who to 
go with and have 
informed them of your 
intentions. 
 
It is polite, but not 
absolutely necessary, 
to contact those you do 
not intend to use, too. 
 
The chosen contractor 
is likely to prepare a 
contract for your 
signature.  This may be 
part of the proposal that 
was already submitted 
or it might be a 
separate document.  In 
any case, it will require 
your signature. 
 
We don’t have enough 
room to address every 
clause you might find in 
the contract.  We will 
mention the most 
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Maryann recently 
completed a course in 
Universal Design. 
 
Universal Design is 
concerned with making 
choices in your home 
that make your home 
easier to use for 
everyone regardless of 
their current (or future) 
needs. 
 

&�����	��������	�� ' �

������
���
���	� 

PO Box 160 

North Billerica, MA  01862 
 

PHONE: 
(978) 455-1806 

 
E-MAIL: 

info@MyPowerCouple.com

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.MyPowerCouple.com 

have been discussing 
to this point. 
 
The other section you 
will probably have a 
great interest in is the 
one that deals with the 
payment schedule. 
 
A deposit at the time 
the contract is signed is 
customary.  The size of 
this deposit depends on 
the size and complexity 
of the job. 
 
There may be several 
milestones that also 
require payment.  The 
experienced contractor 
will word these to be 
the start of a phase 
rather than the 
completion of a phase.  
There are few things 
that will sour your 
relationship with a 
contractor faster than 
trying to avoid making a 
large milestone 
payment because of a 
small defect or delayed 
material. 

important parts.  You 
should read through the 
contract, which should 
be written in language 
simple enough for you 
to understand. 
 
Remember that this is 
the document that will 
be the arbitrator if there 
is a disagreement 
between you and your 
contractor.  You may 
not think there will be 
any problems, but now 
is the time to make sure 
you understand what 
the contractor is 
promising to do and 
what you are promising 
to do in return. 
  
One section you should 
pay particular attention 
to is the one that 
describes what work will 
be completed by the 
contractor.  It is 
important that you 
understand what he/she 
is promising to do and 
make sure it fits with 
what the two of you 

For example, avoiding 
the use of stairs leading 
to the entry door of your 
home helps when 
bringing in items like 
furniture, appliances, or 
even groceries. 
 
In addition, it makes it 
easier to use a baby 
stroller, clear snow, and 
enter the home if you 
happen to need 

crutches or a wheel 
chair. 
 
If you have any 
questions about 
Universal Design or the 
comfort, ease-of-use, or 
accessibility of any area 
in your home, we would 
be happy to discuss it 
with you. 


