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» Keep hot foods and
liquids away from
counter edges. Know
where kids are before
you carry a hot dish to
the table.

« Keep pan handles
pointed away from the
edge to avoid spilling
their hot contents on
someone.

» Set the water heater
thermostat at 120
degrees rather than
higher.

* Always test the water
temperature with your
wrist, elbow or back of
your hand before
bathing a child. Don't
depend on a tub's water
temperature indicator.
Keep water at 100
degrees.

* Turn fast-cooking
foods off when
answering the door or
telephone and when
you have to go to
another room for a time.

* When simmering,
boiling, baking or
roasting food, check it
regularly. Don't leave
the house. Set a timer.

* Install a smoke
detector outside of each
sleeping area. If you
can, connect all alarms
so they will go off at the
same time. Test smoke
alarms once a month
and replace them every
10 years.

* Design a fire escape
plan that has at least
two ways out of every
room. Practice the plan
with your family.

* When the smoke
alarm sounds, get out
of the house and stay
out.

» Use a fireplace screen
to keep sparks inside.
Have the chimney
cleaned and the central
heating system
inspected.

 Turn portable space
heaters off when you will
go to bed or spend time
in another room. Be
sure there are no
curtains, paper, furniture
or other combustibles
within three feet of the

heater.

"Dad, how old do you have to be to

qualify for a government bailout?”
|



Little Tykes' red and yellow, foot-
propelled car turns 30 in 2009. It

was the United States' top-selling
car in 2008 when adult and child

units were both considered.

There were 457,000 Cozy
Coupes sold in 2008. The next
most popular car sold in the
United States was the Toyota
Camry. But its sales were 20,000
fewer than the Cozy Coupe,
according to Little Tykes and
Autodata.

If you plan to have a
garage, rummage or
yard sale, you should
be aware of a
consumer-product
safety law signed last
year. It makes it illegal

to sell recalled
products. The rules also
apply to Internet sales
on sites like Craigslist.

The Consumer Product
Safety Commission
says it couldn't check
individual yard sales.
Individuals, however,
should realize that if
someone is injured or
dies because of an
unsafe product, the
seller could be
responsible for

The National Safety
Council offers these
suggestions when using
a portable generator:

» Keep the generator
outside and away from
windows and vents.
Never use one in a home,
garage, crawl space or
shed even with windows
open.

* Consult and follow
directions in the
operator's manual each
time you power up the
generator.

« Keep the generator out
of moisture and puddles
to avoid shock or
electrocution.

» Use a battery-operated
carbon monoxide
detector at the spot in
your home nearest to the
generator.

damages.

The 10 biggest recalls of
2008 included cribs,

toys, electric blowers

and window blinds.

Buyers and sellers can
check for product recalls
at cpsc.gov or order a
guide book at
http://www.cpsc.gov/cpscp
ubs/theguide.pdf

Recalls.gov lists recalled
products by category
and maker.

» To prevent fire, let the
generator cool for at least
two minutes before you
add gasoline. Use fresh
gas.

» Never run your generator
next to anything that could
explode or catch fire.

» Don't plug a generator
directly into a wall outlet.
Instead, have a licensed
electrician install a power
transfer switch.

Connecting the generator
to a permanent wiring
system back-feeds the
power into your home. It's
illegal, a danger to you,
neighbors and utility
workers.

* Follow the manufacturer's
maintenance guide to
make sure your generator
runs properly.



If you have ever seen neat holes in the
wood trim of your home that are about the
size of a dime, you have seen the work of
the carpenter bee. The holes are nearly
perfect in shape. So much so that you
might think they were drilled with a power
drill.

Carpenter bees are fairly large, hairy, and
very territorial. They look similar to a
bumble bee, but are shinier. The male
bee does not have a stinger. The female
does, but is not really aggressive toward
humans.

The damage carpenter bees do is largely
cosmetic. They will bore a hole in a
board and create a tunnel system just
under the surface of the board. Except
for the hole, the board may look
undamaged, but it is really a thin veneer
on either side of the bees’ tunnel system.
Below is a photograph of part of a trim
board that we replaced on a client’s
home. 1 cut the board in half with my
band saw ...

Once the bees create their tunnels,
there is really little alternative than to
replace the damaged wood.

The best way to deter them before they
get started is to keep a good coat of

paint or stain on all exterior wood on Charm is the quality
your home. This is not, however, a in others that makes
sure-fire deterrent, as we have seen us more satisfied with
them create nests on trim that had ourselves.

adequate paint.
-Henri-Frederic Amiel
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Here's how to stay warm
this winter and save on
heating and repair costs.

Outside: Clean the
gutters so ice dams
don't form and cause
damage.

Replace cracked caulk
around roof vents and
around the chimney.

Install a chimney cap to
keep critters and objects
from dropping in. A cap
will keep rainwater from
dripping down into the
fireplace.

Put door sweeps on
those that don't connect
with the threshold. Use
caulk around windows
and doors as needed or
masonry sealer on brick.

Rake away debris and
weeds from the
foundation and seal any
cracks. Install a plastic
cover on the crawlspace
access door and seal

" #

We recently had our
electrical panel
replaced. It was the
original, 100A panel
that was installed when
the house was built
(1976). Unfortunately,
it was also made by
Federal Pacific.

Federal Pacific made
millions of electrical
panels that were

some of the vents.

In the garage: Clear
enough space to put
your car inside on very
cold nights. Check your
snow blower and
generator to be sure
that they run. Buy a
new snow shovel if you
need one and have a
bag of ice-melt on
hand.

In the crawlspace: Wrap
exposed pipes with pre-
molded foam rubber
sleeves or fiberglass
insulation. If pipe
freezing is a significant
problem for you, wrap
the pipes with heating
tape. Be sure itis
activated in cold
weather.

Check heat ducts for air
leaks, whether they are
in the crawlspace, attic
or basement, so all the
heat goes through the
vents. Fix any breaks or
gaps with metal-backed

installed in homes in
the 50's, 60’s, 70’s, and
80’s. For more
information, see:
http://www.ismypanelsa
fe.com/fpe.aspx

I've known about the
problem for a number of
years, but it never got
taken care of (shame
on me). This year, we
vowed to handle the

tape.

In the attic: If you can
see the ceiling joists,
add insulation. Don't
use paper-backed,
which can cause
moisture problems, say
experts at MSN Real
Estate.

In the house: Get the
furnace checked and
the central air
conditioning unit
winterized at the same
time.

Be sure the fireplace
damper isn't open
unless you make a fire.
Woodstoves should
have glass doors that
are closed when the
stove is not in use.

Install socket sealers
over unused electrical
outlets on outside walls,
and reverse ceiling fans
so they push warm air
forward and force it to
circulate.

problem and have.

Since we were
spending the money on
a replacement panel,
we bought the best
materials available,
upgraded our 100A
service to 200A, and
installed a “whole
house surge
suppressor.”



