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The FBI reports that a
burglary occurs
somewhere in the
United States every 15
seconds.

Even more surprising is
the fact that in 6 out of
10 cases, there was no
forced entry. The thief
got in through an
unlocked door or
window, or he found a
hidden key outside the
house.

Hidden keys don't work
to prevent burglary,
because thieves can
find them. Dogs don't
help much either,
because most dogs will
cozy right up to a

You should know how to
turn off the water in your
home or condo. If you don’t
know how to turn off the
water main, have a
contractor show you the

valve and how to operate it.

The same goes for your
circuit breakers of fuses.
You should know how to
turn the power off in an
emergency or turn it back
on should you “pop” a
breaker.

burglar who gives them
a hot dog.

A secure dead bolt lock
is the best prevention (if
it's used). All doors to
the house and garage
should have them.
Locks should be used
on all windows including
those in the basement.

If you have sliding patio
doors, tighten the
adjustment screws so a
thief can't lift out the
window, taking it over
the dowel or pipe that
keeps it from sliding
back.

Most burglaries occur
during the day while

people are at work or on
vacation. Warmer
months are the crooks'
favorites. Often, they will
walk the streets to
decide which home to
hit.

Don't tip them off to a
new TV or computer in
the house. Break up the
box it came in before
placing the box on the
curb for pickup.

Homes without alarms
are three times as likely
to be robbed. Crooks
see the sign and go on
to an easier target. A
fake sign helps if you
can't afford an alarm
system.

“Are you going to stay up all night
making YouTuba videos?"




If your medicine cabinet
has two sliding mirrors,
slide one side open
before taking a hot bath or
shower. After the bath,
you'll have one clean
mirror instead of two that
are steamed and foggy.

The saying "mad as a
March hare" refers to
the wild antics of male
hares as they compete
with other males in the
spring. Mating behavior
with females often looks
like a crazy dance.

The saying "they
multiply like rabbits"
probably refers to the
ability of hares and
rabbits to conceive a
second litter while still

"Side effects include, headache, dry mouth,
muscle fatigue and turning into a frog."

pregnant with the first.
It's not surprising that
rabbits became fertility
symbols. Rabbits,
however, do not lay
eggs, in case you
wondered.

The idea of the egg-
laying bunny came to
America in the 18th
century with German
immigrants in the
Pennsylvania Dutch
area. They said that on

If you have one of those
drains that is constantly
clogged, the folks at pf
WaterWorks may have
just the solution. They
have invented a self-
cleaning P-trap (the loopy
part of the drain under
your sink).

Their tests show that it is
significantly less likely to
get clogged than a
traditional drain and,
even if it does get
clogged, you can turn a

The Swiss Federal
Institute of Technology
has proposed that
each person in the
developed world
should use an average
of no more than 2,000
watts of energy
(17,520 kilowatt-hours
per year).

To put this in
perspective, a western
European citizen uses

Easter morning, good
children found bunny
eggs in their hats.

In Australia, there is a
long-running campaign
to replace the Easter
bunny with the Easter
bilby. The bilby, an
endangered species, is
a little smaller than a
rabbit. It has a long nose
and ears almost as big.
A portion of the profit
from selling chocolate
bilbies goes to
protection and research.

small wheel on the side
to clear it.

You don’t even have to
guess that the trap is
clogged as it is made
from clear plastic, so you
can see whether there is
any debris built up or not.
You can still run a snake
through the trap, but why
would you want to?

For more information, see
http://www.pfwaterworks.
net.

about 6,000 watts and
a US citizen uses
about 12,000 watts.

The Swiss have
declared the city of
Basel as a pilot project
to help develop and
commercialize the
technologies needed
to realize this vision.

For more information,
do a WWW search for
“2000 watt society.”
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If you are 45 or 50 and look and feel 10 or popular choice. One grandmother chose

15 years younger, it can be shocking to "Coco," and another chose "Glamma."
be called Grandmother Jones, especially  yjzvia (YaYa) is chosen by some young
in public. grandmas even if they aren't Greek.
You know who Grandmother Jones is. Today's boomers say, it's not just about
She's your husband's mother, not you. trying to stay young. It's about

For you and other forever-young baby recognizing their individuality.

boomers, Granny and Gramps just won't
do. Your whole generation is reinventing  Then again, one grandmother says she “Maturity is the ability

old age, according to the experts at doesn't care what her granddaughter to do a job whether or
AARP. calls her, just so she calls her. not you are
supervised, to carry

Men are as sensitive to age-related money without
names as women are. "Papaw" will do for spending it, and to
some. One writer for Saturday Night Live bear an injustice
wanted to be called "Sheriff." without wanting to get
even.’

Some children of baby boomers are

puzzled that their parents are so - Ann Landers
concerned. But new grandparents often

negotiate with them and come up with a

name they want to be called. "Nanna" is a
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We've come a long way
over the last 9 monthly
articles in this series. At
this point, you are in the
middle of the project.
Hopefully, you are
seeing your dream
becoming reality.

As the work goes on,
there are likely to be
changes to your project.
You may change your
mind about a fixture or
floor covering. During
the demolition process,
your contractor may
discover additional work
that must be done for
safety or to satisfy the
building inspector. If
your contract contains a
“material escalation”
clause, you may have to
pay more because the
cost of drywall has gone

up.

Your contractor may
absorb some of these
increased costs, but
sooner or later, you
should expect to see a
“change order.” A
change order is a form
that details any

(") ! *
Maryann and | had the
pleasure to attend the
Journal of Light
Construction building
trade show in Rhode
Island a few weeks ago.

We usually learn about
a new material or get
inspired by a

&
alterations to the
original contract while
still continuing work
under the original
contract. Since itis an
amendment to the
original contract both
you and your contractor
will need to sign and
date the form.

Most contractors
require change orders
to be paid immediately.

As the project
continues, there will be
“progress payments.” It
is your responsibility to
make sure that the
funds needed to pay for
these intermediate
payments are available
and that you write the
checks when they are
due. There is no surer
way to get your
contractor to slow or
stop work on your
project than to have him
begin to wonder if he
will be paid.

When the project is
winding down and the
finishing touches are

demonstration we see
there. This year we did
find one new material
that we are going to
investigate. Microposite
is a new type of
composite siding
material that competes
directly with fiber-
cement siding.

being put on your new
space, there will be
things you want your
contractor to do before
you consider the project
finished.

Often at this point, the
client-contractor
relationship takes a turn
for the worse. You try
to withhold a good
amount of money and
he is trying to get paid.

If your contract includes
the phrase “substantial
completion,” you owe
the money when the
space is usable for the
purpose to which it is
intended and the
building inspector has
approved the work.
Withholding thousands
of dollars because of a
few paint touch-ups is
not fair and will make
your contractor VERY
unhappy.

Next month we will
wrap up the series and
talk about the “punch
list,” liens, and other
end-of-project subjects.

Interestingly, the shows
scheduled for California
and the Pacific
Northwest have been
cancelled even as they
have announced dates
for next year's New
England show.



