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Modern window 
coverings include 
shades and blinds, 
which are often referred 
to as "hard treatments." 

• Cellular shades, with 
their pleated or 
honeycomb 
construction, are 
durable, provide sound 
absorption and help 
insulate a window 
against the heat of 
summer and the cold of 
winter. 

Cellulars can be raised 
from the top or the 
bottom in order to give 
more privacy. Some 
styles are cordless and 
are operated by moving 
the top or bottom rail 
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If you are one of the many people 
who run your bathroom exhaust fan 
only while you are in the bathroom, 
you may not be removing enough 
moisture from the room.  The Home 
Ventilation Institute recommends 
that you run the exhaust fan for at 
least 20 minutes after you’ve 
finished showering to clear humidity 
adequately. 
 
If you won’t remember to do this 
manually (who would?), a timed 
switch can be installed to do it 
automatically. 

handles up or down.  

• New roller shades 
include solar, nylon and 
blackout shades, which 
can be custom-made to 
suit light control and 
privacy needs.  

Solar shades allow the 
homeowner to see 
outside but prevent 
sunlight from entering 
the room. Blackout 
shades are ideal for the 
bedrooms of those who 
sleep during the day 
and for home theater 
rooms.  

• Roman shades offer a 
softer touch. They rise 
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into neat folds at the 
top and can be 
made of fabrics, 
woven woods or 
grasses, such as 
rattan and bamboo. 
They are available 
with a continuous 
loop-cord pulley 
system.  

• Blinds, vertical or 
horizontal, can be 
adjusted to allow 
more or less light 
into a room and 
provide privacy. The 
slats are made of 
materials including 
wood, aluminum or 
vinyl. 
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If you lend your tools (we 
almost never do!), paint 
your initials on them.  It 

will remind the borrower 
each and every time he or 

she uses them. 

We are often called to 
handle a large list of 
tasks when a 
homeowner decides to 
sell his or her home.  
During our visit, we will 
often be asked if we 
think that they should 
do a particular task. 
 
• Bring in a good realtor 
and ask their opinion of 
what should be done. 
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You may not be aware 
that it is possible to 
have all the locks in 
your house open with a 
single key. 
 
One obvious reason to 
do this is that you now 
only need to carry 
around one key and 
there is no sorting for 
the correct key when 
you arrive at a particular 
door. 
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Realtors walk 
prospective buyers 
through homes 
frequently.  They are 
more in touch with the 
types of things that will 
concern them. 
 
• If you are worried 
about the results of a 
home inspection, do 
your own. 

If you are concerned 
that a key that you give 
out might get lost or 
stolen (e.g., it was 
given to a small child, a 
cleaning crew, etc.), it 
might be best to have 
that key only open one 
door.  That way if you 
should have to re-key 
the lock, you will only 
have to do one and not 
all the locks in the 
house. 
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• By-Pass 

These slide from side to 
side.  They are easily 
installed and relatively 
durable, but they only 
allow access to half the 
closet at a time. 

• Bi-fold 

These fold up on one or 
both sides of the closet.  
They are the most 
fragile choice of door, 

but allow complete 
access to the closet. 

• Hinged doors 

Often double doors, 
these are the most 
expensive choice, look 
the best, and allow 
complete access to 
the closet, but have 
the disadvantage of 
needing the largest 
clear floor space in 
front of the closet. 

 

Sure it’ll cost money, but 
you can repair the 
important things that the 
inspector finds.  You can 
even use it as a sales 
tool to show off the 
wonderful shape your 
home is in and that 
you’ve already taken 
care of the important 
items that have been 
found. 
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The first group you need 
to inform when doing 
renovations on your 
house is your local 
building department. 
 
Make certain that you 
get all the needed 
permits and inspections.  
We have heard cases of 
homeowners being 
required to remove work 
that had be in place for 
years because it was 
not properly permitted. 
 
You may also need to 
tell the insurance 
company that holds 
your homeowner’s 
insurance policy. 
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“That they may have 
a little peace, even 

the best dogs are 
compelled to snarl 

occasionally.” 

- William Feather 

 

  

If you don’t tell them, 
you may find that you 
are under insured.  That 
is, your property may 
now be worth more and, 
if there is a claim, there 
may not be enough 
coverage to pay to 
repair the damage.  For 
example, if the 
insurance company 
believes you have an 
unfinished basement 
and you installed a high-
end media room, they 
may not cover much of 
the water damage from 
the bathroom leak from 
the floor above. 
 
To add insult to injury, 

they could decide to 
drop your policy when it 
comes up for renewal. 
 
You may be thinking, 
“But I don’t want to have 
to pay higher premiums 
because of my 
renovation!”  Is it better 
to have a bargain policy 
that will not pay a claim 
when needed and 
cancel your policy to 
boot?  Or to pay a few 
more dollars every year 
and have a policy that is 
more likely to cover a 
loss should you need it? 
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Drywall (sometimes 
called wallboard, or 
sheetrock, but that is the 
registered trademark of 
CGC, Inc.) comes in 
many thicknesses from 
¼” to 1” and sizes of 
panels from 4’ by 8’ to  
54” by 16’ (smaller 
repair panels are also 
available). 
 
Drywall is made from 
gypsum (a mineral) 
often with a paper 
covering on both sides.  
There are some types of 
drywall that have 
surfaces other than 
paper, though. 
 
Use ½” regular drywall 
for most interior wall 
surfaces and 5/8” fire 
code for attached 
garage interiors. 
 
In addition to regular 
and fire code drywall, 
there are also moisture 
resistant products 
(greenboard or 
purpleboard), products 
specifically made to be 
plastered over 
(blueboard), products 
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Discover cards accepted 
… 
Though most of our 
clients prefer to pay by 
check, we have been 
accepting Mastercard 
and VISA for a few 
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the wall or ceiling.  You 
just have to be careful 
about any trim (door 
casings, window 
casings, crown molding, 
baseboards, and the 
like). 
 
You can attach drywall 
using screws or nails.  
We prefer screws as 
they are much less 
likely to “pop” and 
cause a bump in the 
finished wall in the 
future. 
 
Seams should be taped 
and filled with “mud” 
(i.e. joint compound).  
There are several 
different types of both 
tape and joint 
compound, so this 
subject deserves an 
article of its own. 
 
Recently, there has 
been a problem with 
some drywall 
manufactured in China.  
Gases emitted by the 
defective product have 
been linked to corrosion 
of electric equipment 
and plumbing.  

that are more flexible 
for finishing curved 
surfaces, impact 
resistant drywall, and 
drywall which will help 
reduce sound 
transmission between 
rooms. 
 
You would use a 
moisture resistant 
drywall to finish the 
walls in your basement 
and, perhaps a 
bathroom.  Some 
people use this as a 
base upon which to 
install tile.  We much 
prefer cement board as 
a tile backing material. 
 
We have used impact 
resistant drywall at the 
bottom of a set of 
basement stairs that the 
client was worried 
would get damaged too 
easily. 
 
The thinner panels can 
be used to “drywall 
over” another wall or 
ceiling.  It may be 
easier and cheaper 
than repairing or 
removing and replacing 

years.  We just received 
notice that we can now 
begin taking Discover 
cards as well. 

Bye Julie … 
Some of you may 
remember Julie (an 

employee we have had 
on jobs from time to 
time).  She has moved 
from Massachusetts to 
Arizona.  We wish Julie 
all the best in whatever 
she finds out there in 
the desert. 


