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If you find yourself with an 
elusive roof leak, you may 
be able to narrow down 
the area by knowing the 
most common places that 
your roof can leak. 
 
Plumbing Vent Boots 
 
These are generally 
plastic (or cast iron on 
older homes) pipes that 
stick up out of your roof to 
vent the plumbing system.  
The rubber boot around 
the pipe that keeps the 
water out can crack and 
allow water in. 
 
Roof Vents 
 
There are many different 
kinds of vents, so we can’t 
give you a really good 
idea of what yours might 
look like.  No matter what 
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Various automotive models 
have reported stuck 
accelerators.  What should 
you do if you find yourself in 
that predicament? 
 
Put the car in neutral and 
apply the brakes with both 
feet.  If that isn’t possible or 
doesn’t stop the car, try 
adding in the parking brake.  If 
you still can’t stop, turn off the 
key. 
 
When you turn off the engine, 
you will lose power steering 
and power brakes. 

they look like, make sure 
there are no cracks or 
broken seams. 
 
Leaky Walls & Dormers 
 
Look for areas where the 
water has been driven 
behind the siding, usually 
at the roof line or next to 
trim boards.  Caulking 
could be cracked or 
missing or siding above 
the step flashing could be 
missing or damaged. 
 
Step Flashing 
 
Used to keep water out of 
the joint between a roof 
and a wall surface.  Look 
for missing or damaged 
pieces that will let water 
in. 
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Small Holes  
 
Look for holes left over 
from a satellite dish 
installation or an antenna 
mounting bracket. 
 
Fixes 
 
Plumbing vent boots, roof 
vents, missing siding or 
step flashing should be 
replaced.  You may be 
tempted to caulk it, but the 
leak will be back sooner 
than you would like. 
 
If you suspect a caulk joint 
is the cause of your 
trouble, make sure to 
remove as much of the old 
sealant as possible before 
applying new caulk. 
 
Apply flashing over any 
small holes needing repair. 
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Add baking soda to the 
bag in your vacuum to 

fight odors. 

April 1 can bring out the 
prankster in most of us. 
The trick can be as small 
as changing the time on 
someone’s clock, serving 
cereal that has been 
placed in the freezer, 
saying a snake is at their 
feet or telling someone 
there is a spot on their 
shirt.  

But hoaxes can also be 
elaborate and catch the 
world by surprise. Over 
the years, many have 
gained "elite" status.  

• In 1957, the BBC show 
Panorama announced that 
Swiss farmers were 
enjoying a bumper 
spaghetti crop from their 
spaghetti trees. 
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Accompanying footage 
showed spaghetti strands 
being pulled out of the 
trees. Calls flooded in 
asking where the viewers 
could obtain a "spaghetti 
tree."   

• One year, Burger King 
ran an ad for a Left 
Handed Whopper whose 
ingredients had been 
shifted so condiments 
would leak out the right 
side.  Not only did people 
attempt to order the Left 
Handed Whopper but 
some customers came in 
and specified they wanted 
a Right Handed Whopper.  

• Comic strips often join in 
the April Fools’ Day fun. 
Cartoonists of syndicated 
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If you file your tax return 
electronically and 
arrange for direct 
deposit, you can get 
your refund in as little as 
10 days. What's more, 
there are several ways 
you can get the job done 
for free:  

IRS Free File. Taxpayers 
with adjusted gross 
incomes of $57,000 or 
less for 2009 can use 
the service available at 
www.irs.gov/freefile. It's 
a partnership between 
the IRS and tax-
preparing companies 
and designed to get 
more taxpayers to e-file. 
Participating companies 
offer free preparation 
and e-filing for one 
federal tax return.  

Free File Fillable. Also at 
www. irs.gov/freefile, the 
site provides electronic 
versions of tax forms. 
There are no income 
restrictions and the 
program does the math 
for you.  

Taxpayers who are 
eligible for the home 
buyer's credit can't 
participate because they 
have to attach 
documents. 

 

strips will draw each 
other’s strips or 
incorporate "visiting" 
characters into their own. 
In one strip, Garfield ate 
Dagwood’s sandwich.  

• TV shows are not 
immune. In 1997, Alex 
Trebek, host of Jeopardy, 
traded places with Pat 
Sajak of Wheel of Fortune. 
Sajak and Vanna White 
then played as contestants 
on their own show.  

• In 2005, a news story 
was downloaded to the 
official NASA Web site 
announcing a picture of 
water on Mars.  The photo 
consisted of a glass of 
water on a Mars candy 
bar.  
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We recently had to replace our water heater.  
If memory serves, this is the fourth water 
heater we have installed.  The first was mere 
weeks after we moved into the house.  Since 
we’ve been in this house for twenty-seven 
years, that gives us roughly nine years per 
water heater.  Not a statistic I’m particularly 
proud of. 
 
This last water heater was installed in January 
of 1999, so we got eleven years and two 
months out of it (the warrantee was eight 
years). 
 
Out of curiousity, I removed the sacrificial 
anode rod before carting it out to the curb.  
This rod is supposed to degrade instead of 
your tank.  Hardly anyone replaces them, and 
we are no different. 
 
Here is a picture of what the rod is supposed 
to look like: 
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“More people would 
learn from their 
mistakes if they 
weren't so busy 
denying them.” 

- Harold J. Smith 

 

 

  
And this  is what ours looked like: 

 
 
The new one should be about forty inches 
long and about ¾ of an inch thick.  Ours was 
less than thirteen inches long and was less 
than ¼ inch thick. 
 
Will I replace the anode rod in our new water 
heater?  Only time will tell, but the new 
water heater alone cost over $500 (it’s got a 
twelve year warrantee this time and is 
slightly more efficient than the old one).  A 
new anode rod will cost around $20. 
 
I am considering a maintenance schedule 
whereby I replace the anode rod after half 
the warrantee period (in this case six years) 
has expired. 
 
For more information about how your water 
heater works, see: 
http://www.popularmechanics.com/home_jo
urnal/how_your_house_works/1275141.html 
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In our September, 2009 
newsletter 
(http://www.mypowercoupl
e.com/Writings/2009vol9.p
df), we wrote a short 
description of the types of 
closet doors commonly 
used.  Since we’ve had 
more inquiries about them 
lately, we thought we’d 
review what we wrote then 
and add some more 
details. 
 
To review:  Bi-fold doors 
fold up like an accordion to 
one or both sides of the 
closet allowing access to 
the entire closet at once.  
By-pass doors slide in front 
of or behind an adjacent 
door, so part of the closet 
opening will be blocked at 
any one time.  Normal 
hinged doors (single or 
paired) also allow acces to 
the entire closet, but 
require more floor space 
for the door to open into 
than bi-fold doors. 
 
What are some of the 
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It’s spring again, and that 
means it’s time for the 
annual JLCLive trade 
show.  JLCLive is put on 
by the folks at the Journal 
of Light Construction (a 
trade magazine).  
Maryann and I have been 
attending the exhibit hall 
for a number of years 
now.  In addition to 
various vendors, they 
always have 
demonstration areas 
where industry experts 
give talks. 
 
This year, Maryann 
watched a demonstration 
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Many homeowners also 
have bi-fold and/or by-
pass doors in their home 
as well.  Over time, they 
become out of adjustment 
and usually begin falling 
off their hardware.  We 
have seen many, many 
open closet door openings 
where the doors have 
been removed because of 
the frustration that 
developed from having to 
re-hang the doors too 
often. 
 
The good news is that 
there is other, heavier 
hardware available that 
can solve that problem.  
Heavier hardware also 
makes it possible to hang 
normal interior doors as 
bi-fold doors (we once did 
a collection of four French 
doors hung on bi-fold 
hardware because there 
was no good place for 
hinged doors to swing 
open and not block a 
stairway or light switch). 

other concerns you might 
have when trying to 
decide what type of door 
to choose? 
 
• Door quality 
 
By-pass and hinged doors 
are nearly always 
standard 1 3/8” interior 
doors.  They can be 
hollow or solid and come 
in a huge array of styles.  
Bi-fold doors are often 
much thinner and lighter 
than a standard interior 
door, primarily because 
the hardware that 
accompanies them is 
much more fragile.  Which 
leads us to … 
 
• Hardware quality 
 
The hardware quality for a 
hinged door is a very well 
known thing.  You have 
many interior, hinged 
doors in your house and 
they tend to stand up to a 
reasonable amount of 
abuse. 

of a new ceramic tile 
adhesive mat and one on 
window replacements 
from Anderson (she found 
that we already do window 
replacements according to 
their recommendations). 
 
I listened to a talk on 
crawlspace and basement 
moisture problems and 
watched a demonstration 
on trimming out a stair. 
 
Up until last year, they 
had a number of JLCLive 
events around the 
country.  Now they 

continue with just the one 
here in the northeast 
(Providence, RI).  We are 
extremely lucky that we 
are within an easy drive of 
this show.  We ALWAYS 
come away having seen 
something new … either 
tips on how to do our work 
better, new tools, or new 
products. 
 
We generally come away 
with some free stuff, too.  
Wayne got a neon yellow 
T-shirt … Do you think it’s 
his color? 


