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If they can pull a 
hundred-year-old log 
out of a river that hasn’t 
deteriorated, why is the 
trim on my house falling 
apart? 
 
Wood rot is caused by 
several kinds of fungi.  
The secrete enzymes 
that dissolve some of 
the cellular structure of 
the wood.  Decay fungi 
are primitive plants that 
require four things in 
order to survive: 
 
Oxygen  – in most 
cases, the air needs to 
contain at least 20 
percent oxygen. 
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If you are one of those people who 
constantly forget to close your garage 
door, you can install a device that signals 
your closer to close the door after a 
predetermined amount of time. 
 
You can set the amount of time before the 
door closes, or override the control if you 
want the door to remain open. 
 
Also, when you’re leaving home, don’t just 
hit the remote button and drive away.  
Wait until the door closes to make sure it 
doesn’t reopen. 

Water – but not too 
much.  If there is too 
little water in the wood, 
the fungi cannot 
survive.  If there is too 
much, it can deprive the 
fungi of oxygen. 
 
Moderate 
Temperatures  – Ideal 
temperatures are 
between 70°F and 
90°F.  Most decay fungi 
die when exposed to 
temperatures greater 
than 130°F and become 
dormant at 
temperatures below 
40°F. 
 
Food  – In this case, it is 
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the wood itself.  The 
wood also shelters 
the fungi, insulating 
it from temperature 
extremes and 
providing a reserve 
of oxygen and water. 
 
If any one of the four 
things are removed, 
the fungi cannot 
attack the wood.  
Painting a surface 
deprives the fungi of 
water and/or 
oxygen.  Pressure 
treating wood 
deprives the fungi of 
its food source by 
making the wood 
fibers “inedible.” 
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If you are having 
trouble finding a wall 

stud to be able to 
hang your favorite 

family portrait, get a 
strong magnet and 

move it over the wall.  
It will find the nails or 
screws used to hold 

the drywall up. 

If you have to pull off 
the road due to motor 
trouble or a fender 
bender, stay in your car 
until help arrives.  
Standing on the 
highway by a disabled 
car can be a fatal 
mistake.  

In one case, two 
Indiana women were 
surveying the damage 
caused by a fender 
bender. A tow-truck 
driver didn't notice 
them, and one of them 
was struck and killed. 
The other was seriously 
injured.  

A few days earlier, a 
woman was killed as 
she hastily crossed a 
highway on foot after 
her car broke down.  
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At about the same time, 
in Virginia, a father and 
son were killed by a 
truck after they stopped 
to offer help to a 
stranded motorist.  

State police and the 
American Automobile 
Association give this 
advice:  

• Pull the vehicle off the 
road, activate 
emergency flashers and 
call for help. Stay in the 
car.  If you have to get 
out, get away from the 
vehicle as quickly as 
you can.  

• If you are on a middle 
lane of an Interstate, 
the AAA recommends 
activating emergency 
flashers. Georgia State 
Police recommend 
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The number of 
accidental deaths for 
each cause in the year 
2000 … 

·  Automobile 
accident – 
18,081 

·  Falls – 13,322 
·  Narcotics – 

6,139 
·  Pedestrian 

accident – 
5,870 

·  Drowning – 
3,482 

·  Smoke, Fire, 
and Flame – 
3,377 

·  Firearm - 776 
·  Cyclist 

accident – 740 
·  Electrocution - 

395 
·  Animal riding 

accident – 97 
·  Venomous 

bites – 80 
·  Lightning – 50 
·  Earthquake - 

35 
·  Dog bite/strike 

– 26 
·  Non-venomous 

insect bite - 9 
·  Fireworks – 5 
·  Flood - 5 

staying inside the car 
where you at least 
have some protection. 
AAA recommends 
getting out of the car 
to the side of the road, 
if it can be done 
safely.  

• Never stand directly 
in front of or behind a 
vehicle in case it is 
struck by another car 
or truck.  

In any case, the worst 
thing you can do is to 
stand around outside 
the vehicle while 
waiting for help. 
Drivers approaching in 
a line of cars and 
trucks will not see you 
until it's too late. 
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If you’ve thought 
about installing solar 
panels on your roof, 
but have not been 
able to fit the initial 
purchase price of the 
equipment in your 
budget, Alteris 
Renewables may 
have a solution for 
you. 
 
The Wilton, CT-based 
solar-system design 
and sales company 
will install photovoltaic 
panels for a fraction of 
the cost. 
 
Here’s how it works: 
 
Alteris owns the 
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“You don't have to 
take life the way it 
comes to you. You 
can design your life to 
come to you the way 
you want it.” 

- Dan Zadra, 
communications 

authority 

 

  panels and you allow 
them to use your roof 
to gather the sunlight 
and generate 
electricity. 
 
In exchange, you buy 
the electricity 
produced from the 
panels at a much 
cheaper rate than 
from your normal 
“grid” electricity 
supplier.  The 
discount is locked in 
for the duration of an 
18-year contract and 
Alteris agrees to 
repair any mechanical 
issues for the same 
period. 
 

At the end of the 
contract, you have the 
choice to extend the 
agreement, buy the 
equipment from 
Alteris, or have it 
removed. 
 
You will probably 
have to pay $1,000 to 
$2,000 installation 
costs, but you would 
pay between 7¢ and 
12¢ per kilowatt-hour 
for the electricity 
produced (compared 
to 17¢ to 19¢ from the 
grid). 
 
www.alterisinc.com 
for more information. 
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Problems with your 
windows don’t 
necessarily mean the 
entire window must be 
replaced. 
 
Wayne and Maryann 
recently attended a 
training session at 
Harvey Industries on 
performing repairs on 
Harvey modern tilt-in 
windows.  They showed 
us how they are 
assembled, how the 
sash balances and tilt 
mechanisms work, and 
how to disassemble 
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them to perform repairs. 
 
We received a kit with 
common replacement 
parts and some handy 
tools to make those 
repairs easier. 
 
In addition to this 
training, we have been 
doing repairs on 
Andersen windows for 
some time now, as well 
as replacing the sash 
weight ropes on older 
windows.  We also have 
a Pella representative 
who can supply us with 

replacement parts for 
their line of products. 
 
We can replace broken 
glass on older, single 
paned windows and on 
most Harvey and 
Andersen products if 
we can find the model 
numbers and year of 
manufacture.  
Otherwise, a glass 
company who can order 
a custom,  sealed, 
double paned glass 
replacement would 
need to be called. 
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Mechanical Systems  

·  AC Compressor 
– 15-20 years 

·  Forced air 
furnace or heat 
pump – 15 years 

·  Baseboard 
electric heat – 
20 years 

·  Plumbing & 
waste piping – 
75 years 

·  Hot water boiler 
– 20-30 years 

·  Water pump – 7-
10 years 

·  Water softener – 
20 years 

 
Interior Materials 

·  Carpeting – 11 
years 

·  Paint – 7-10 
years 

·  Vinyl flooring – 
20-30 years 

·  Wood flooring – 

100+ years 
·  Porcelain and 

cast iron bath 
fixtures – 50 
years 

·  Fiberglas 
tubs/showers – 
10-15 years 

·  Particle board &  
laminate kitchen 
cabinets – 15-20 
years 

·  Solid wood & 
plywood 
cabinets – 20-50 
years 

·  Tile counters – 
50+ years 

·  Laminate 
counters – 10-
15 years 

·  Wooden 
counters 20+ 
years 

·  Granite counters 
– 20+ years 

 

Exterior Materials  
·  Aluminum siding 

– 20-50 years 
·  Deck – 15 years 
·  Paint – 7-10 

years 
·  Garage door – 

20-50 years 
·  Garage opener 

– 10 years 
·  Composition 

roofing – 15-30 
years 

·  Wood shingle 
roofing – 20-30 
years 

·  Tile roofing – 50 
years 

·  Brick or stone 
veneer – 100+ 
years 

·  Vinyl siding – 50 
years 

·  Wooden siding – 
10-100 years 

 


