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As you may be aware, 
we visit a great many 
homes throughout the 
year.  One of the things 
we notice is the type of 
locks that are installed 
on the exterior doors.  
Based upon these 
observations, we have 
come to the following 
conclusions: 
 
• Most home owners 
think that all locks offer 
the same security. 
 
There are a great many 
consumers who will 
head out to the big box 
store and pick up either 
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the least expensive lock 
or the one that looks 
the nicest and fits in 
their budget.  While I 
will not say that style 
should not be a 
consideration in a 
purchase such as this, 
price should be far 
down on the list of 
criteria. 
 
A more expensive lock 
will generally provide 
more security and it will 
very likely look good far 
longer than it’s 
inexpensive shelf mate. 
 
Of course, it must be 
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installed properly as 
well. 
 
• Home owners also 
seem to think knob 
locks are adequate 
security. 
 
No exterior door on 
a home should be 
without a dead bolt 
lock.  Knob locks 
provide so little 
security that we 
don’t even lock ours 
… we do, however, 
make sure the dead 
bolt locks are locked 
whenever we leave 
the house. 
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The 5-to-10 mph cushion 
police have routinely given 
motorists is gone.  They want 
you to be safe, but they also 
want to increase state or 
municipality income by 
issuing more speeding tickets. 

In Canton, Ohio, according to 
USA Today, police issued 
four times as many tickets in 
January of 2010 as they did in 
January of 2009. A big 
reduction in crime freed more 
police officers to do traffic 
enforcement.  
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Use vertical strokes 
when washing windows 

outside and horizontal 
for inside windows. This 

way you can tell which 
side has the streaks. 

Straight vinegar will get 
outside windows really 

clean. Don't wash 
windows on sunny day. 
They will dry too quickly 

and will probably 
streak. 

Recently, we had a 
conversation with a 
customer about painting 
PVC trim.  His painter 
told him that you 
couldn’t paint PVC a 
“dark color” or “it would 
melt.”  We had been 
told that that was no 
longer the case and we 
passed that along to the 
customer. 
 
All of the PVC trim we 
have painted has been 
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white, so we have not 
encountered a problem 
with any of the trim we 
have installed.  
However, the difference 
between what his 
painter had told him 
and what we had told 
him bothered me and I 
did some further 
research. 
 
Azek, Kleer, and 
Versatex (major 
manufacturers of PVC 
trim) say to use 100% 
Acrylic Latex paint and 
to use a “heat reflective 
paint” if the light 
reflective value (LRV) is 
less than 55 (your paint 
supplier should have 
this information … 
Sherwin-Williams prints 
it on the back of the 
sample paint chip).  
 
Sherwin-Williams and 
Blue River Coatings 
offer heat reflective 
paint colors. 
 
Benjamin Moore 
says, “Dark colors 
from the Benjamin 
Moore Vinyl Select 
palette can be used 
to supersede the 
general 
recommendation of 
never painting vinyl 
siding or trim darker 
than the original 
color. The maximum 
temperature reached 
by a Vinyl Select 

color is typically under 
1400F.” 
 
Wherever we heard that 
the dark paint color 
problem had been solved 
by the PVC 
manufacturers, it was 
wrong.  You can paint 
your PVC trim a dark color 
so long as you get a paint 
that has been designed to 
still adhere to the LRV 
stipulations of the PVC 
manufacturer. 
 
None of the information I 
found provided details 
about what, exactly, would 
happen to your trim 
should you ignore this 
advice.  Certainly, the 
material will get much 
warmer and expansion 
and contraction of PVC 
due to temperature 
variations is well known. 
 
Other details about paint 
and PVC trim: 
 
• Paint should last longer 
on PVC due to the 
absence of moisture in the 
material to break the paint 
bond. 
 
• Paint may take longer to 
cure than wood. 
 
• Most of the PVC and 
paint manufacturers claim 
that it is not necessary to 
apply a primer first so long 
as you clean the material 
well before applying the 
paint. 
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Garage door openers 
can be a great 
convenience, but they 
may operate in a very 
harsh environment.  
Your garage can have 
wide temperature and 
humidity changes and 
this can cause your 
opener to operate 
poorly (or not at all). 
 
If you have trouble with 
your opener, here are 
some tricks we have 
learned over the years. 
 
• If none of your remote 
controls work, check to 
make sure that the 
“lock” or “vacation” 
button (if you have one) 
hasn’t been pushed 
accidentally.  This 
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“It's easy to dodge 
responsibilities, but 
we can't dodge the 

consequences of 
dodging our 

responsibilities.” 

- Anonymous 

  
button is designed to 
disable the remote 
control ability so that no 
one can inadvertently 
open your garage doors 
while you are away for 
an extended period. 
 
• If the only way you can 
get your door to close is 
by depressing and 
holding the button on 
your garage wall 
control, you may have a 
problem with the photo-
electric eyes.  Perhaps 
they have gotten 
bumped so they are no 
longer pointed at each 
other or one of the wires 
has broken. 
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We have written in the 
past about the EPA’s 
lead paint rule (RRP).  
We are a registered firm 
with the EPA and both 
Maryann and Wayne are 
certified renovators. 
  
In a nutshell, the rule 
requires homeowner 
education, lead paint 
dust containment and 
cleanup procedures to 
be followed on virtually 
all demolition and 
renovation on homes 
build prior to 1978. 
 
There have been some 
changes since it first 
went into effect in April 
of this year. 
 
• The opt-out clause has 
been removed as of July 
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Maryann recently 
attended a workshop on 
a new Schluter product 
called Kerdi-Board.  
The Schluter company 
has a whole line of 
products related to tiling 
that are state of the art 
when it comes to 
making a water tight, 
straight and sound tile 
job. 
 
The Kerdi line includes 
products such as 
shower pans, shower 
drains, and waterproof 
membranes that are 
installed over backer 
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Massachusetts as a 
certified renovator, but I 
am still awaiting details 
on this development. 
 
In addition, there are 
several additional 
amendments that have 
not been enacted yet.   
 
Perhaps the worst of 
these amendments 
would require that the 
renovated area be kept 
off limits to the 
homeowner until a 
licensed lead tester 
could be brought in to 
take samples and get 
results back from a lab 
(certainly increasing the 
cost and probably 
taking at least 24-48 
hours). 

6th.  Any work 
performed after that 
date must comply with 
the rule regardless of 
whether you have 
signed an opt-out 
statement. 
 
• The EPA has agreed 
to not levy fines for 
certain violations of the 
rule for a temporary 
period to allow more 
contractors to become 
certified. 
 
• The state of 
Massachusetts is in the 
process of taking over 
this area using their 
own rule. 
 
• I have been told that 
we can now do a test 
for lead paint in 

board to provide water 
proof surfaces.  The 
newest addition, Kerdi-
Board, is a light weight, 
waterproof, insulating  
tile substrate that can 
be used just like 
traditional tile backer 
board on walls.  But, 
while other tile backer 
boards come only in 
two thicknesses (1/4” 
and ½”), Kerdi-Board 
comes in 10 different 
thicknesses from 3/16” 
to a full 2”. 
 
This means this one 

product can be used to 
cover the studs of a 
shower stall prior to tiling, 
be installed as the base 
for tile counter tops and 
vanities, and, in the 
thicker versions, can be 
used to build entire 
structures such as 
shower benches or 
freestanding partition 
walls.  They even 
demonstrated using 
Kerdi-Board to build an 
entire tub deck.  Visit 
www.schluter.com or give 
us a call if you’d like more 
information. 
 


