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We were discussing 
joint compound with a 
client earlier this 
summer and he 
mentioned that he read 
that pre-mixed joint 
compound has an 
adhesive in it.  I had 
never heard of this, so I 
did some research.  I 
was unable to find any 
type of spackling or 
joint compound that 
claimed to contain 
adhesive. 
 
There are two main 
types of joint compound 
(not to be confused with 
spackling or plaster). 
 
Most people will opt for 
pre-mixed, drying-type 
compound.  We, 
however, more often 
use the powdered, 
setting-type compound 
(called “hot mud”). 
 
Hot mud is available in 
several different 
“speeds,” from 5 
minutes to 90 minutes 
and there are 
accelerators and 
retarders available.  
The time indicates how 
long until you can re-
coat a section.  It does 
not indicate when you 
can begin sanding. 
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We use nearly all 
speeds of hot mud as 
well as pre-mixed.  5 
minute hot mud is 
especially useful for 
small patches as you 
can get several coats 
applied in a very short 
amount of time.  Most 
often, we’ll use 20 or 45 
minute hot mud for the 
first coat(s) and a thin 
layer of pre-mixed for 
the last coat as it sands 
more easily. 
 
Be aware, when hot 
mud begins to set up in 
your pan, you have very 
little working time left.  
When mixing a new 
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batch, be sure to 
clean all your tools, 
pans, etc. or the new 
batch will set up 
faster than you 
expect. 
 
Lastly, since hot 
mud sets like 
concrete (as 
opposed to drying 
like paint), never, 
ever clean your 
tools, pans, buckets, 
etc. in a sink, tub, 
etc.  You are quite 
likely to clog up the 
plumbing.  A five 
gallon bucket and 
the garden hose is 
the only way to go 
here. 
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Add a small amount of 
dish detergent to mortar 

to improve it’s tooling 
properties. 

The short answer is 
“maybe.” 
 
PVC is not 
environmentally friendly 
to produce and 
generates toxic 
compounds in the case 
of an accidental fire.  
There are few ways to 
recycle old vinyl siding 
or even the scraps 
generated during 
installation. 
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We recently got an e-
mail asking for a quote 
on providing and 
installing several 
windows for the 
author’s condo.  His 
condo board had 
already selected a 
contractor, but this 
owner felt he could get 
a better price. 
 
His e-mail was sent to 
more than thirty 
contractors, gave rough 
dimensions of the 
current windows and 
specified that the 
windows should be 
double glazed, vinyl, 
and include tilting sash. 
 
Clearly, he assumed 
that all windows that 
met his criteria were the 
same.  In addition, he 
assumed that the 
installation from each of 
the many contractors 
he contacted would be 
the same. 
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On the plus side, it 
never has to be stained 
or painted, so the 
environmental impact of 
maintenance is very 
low. 
 
Vinyl siding takes less 
energy to produce than 
some other siding 
materials, like fiber-
cement. 

We all price shop from 
time to time.  However, 
you must make certain 
that the product and 
service you are getting 
are the same. 
 
If you are shopping for 
a specific model of 
product, you can be 
reasonably sure that 
you will get the same 
item regardless of who 
you buy it from (don’t 
forget return policies, 
service, etc., though). 
 
Services, however, may 
not be as easily 
compared.  We have 
removed many windows 
that were poorly 
caulked and never 
insulated.  We know 
that all window 
installations are not the 
same. 
 
Price is always a 
criterion in a purchase 
decision.  It should 
never be the only one. 

So, each of us has to 
weigh our choice of 
siding with the impact it 
will have on the 
environment by factoring 
in many different things 
as well as being realistic 
about how likely we are 
to follow a maintenance 
routine.  Each choice 
has its own pros and 
cons when it comes to 
environmental impact. 
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The grand finale of 
summer is approaching. 
The calendar says 
summer doesn't end 
until September 22, but 
North America calls it 
quits on September 6.  

In the 1880s, the 
originators of Labor Day 
made a good point. 
They said working 
people needed an extra 
day of rest between the 
4th of July and 
Thanksgiving.  

The idea caught on, and 
Labor Day became a 
national holiday in 1894.  

At the time, people often 
worked a six-day week 
and did mostly physical 
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“When we recall the 
past, we usually find 
that it is the simplest 
things, not the great 

occasions that, in 
retrospect, give off 

the greatest glow of 
happiness.” 

 - Bob Hope 

 

  

labor. They used picks 
and shovels, drove 
horses, or worked long 
hours over a set of 
books. No factory 
equipment, front loaders 
or computers were there 
to help out.  

Modern equipment and 
computers have made 
work less of a physical 
activity today. But it's 
still work.  

But now we have the 
whole Labor Day 
Weekend to enjoy and 
even get some rest at 
the same time.  

Please come back from 
your adventures safe 
and unscathed by 

keeping in mind the 
following tips: 

• Don't drive for long 
hours and get sleepy at 
the wheel.  

• Obey the "No Diving" 
signs at shallow 
swimming pools.  

• Watch for poison ivy if 
you're at a picnic or in 
the woods.  

When you think about it, 
the idea of relaxing at 
home and having a 
cookout sounds better 
all the time.  

Whatever you do, have 
a good time and stay 
safe! 

 



 

 

������
����
���	�������
����
���	�������
����
���	�������
����
���	� 



 �
��
�
��
�
��
�
��
� �� �
��

��

��

��
��� � 




 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

How the world of 'charge 
it' started and exploded  

It was about 90 years 
ago that department 
stores and gas stations 
decided their customers 
would buy more if they 
didn't have to come up 
with the cash to do it. 
They gave their 
customers charge cards. 

Restaurants were next. 
In the 1950s, Diners 
Club issued its credit 
card for use in 27 New 
York restaurants. It was 
the first that could be 
used in more than one 
establishment. By the 
following year, 20,000 
Americans had one and 
it was accepted at 
restaurants in most 
cities. "Charge it" 
became the magic word.  

American Express 
created its first card in 
1958. That same year, 
Bank of America (Visa) 
made a huge mailing to 
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Welcome back, Julie!  
 
Those of you who have 
been clients for a while 
may remember Julie.  
Julie had worked with 
us, off and on, for a 
while.  She is back to 
the “on” part for some of 
our larger projects … at 
least until she can find 
a job that utilizes her 
recent training as a 
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Flash forward to 2007, 
when lenders collected 
more than $18 billion in 
credit-card penalties 
and fees.  

Half of U.S. college 
students had four or 
more credit cards by 
2008.  

At the end of that year, 
outstanding American 
credit-card debt 
reached a record $951 
billion.  

In 2009, new rules were 
established for credit 
card companies that the 
Obama administration 
hoped would reduce the 
nation's total expense 
for credit-card penalties 
and fees.  

By the end of 2010, the 
number of credit card 
holders in the United 
States will be about 181 
million.  

  

residents of Fresno 
California. It was the 
first mass marketing 
program.  

Many lenders wanted to 
get into the act. In 
1966, 5 million cards 
were indiscriminately 
sent to adults, toddlers 
and even dogs. It was 
the first ever junk-
mailing.  

During the 1980s, just 
about anyone who 
bought a new car 
received an unsolicited 
credit card in the mail 
shortly thereafter.  

That same year, South 
Dakota lifted its cap on 
interest rates, making it 
the credit card capital of 
the world for a short 
time.  

American Express 
established the 
premium-card market 
with its first platinum 
card in 1984.  

medical assistant. 
 
Whew! 
 
It has been a very busy 
summer for us.  We 
want to thank all of you 
for your patience as we 
work through our queue 
of work.  We are trying 
to address each job as 
quickly as we can. 
 

We have some time off 
scheduled for this 
month (September). 
 
So if you are not yet in 
the queue, but have a 
project you’ve been 
meaning to contact us 
about, you may wish to 
contact us soon to be 
sure that we can 
accommodate your 
schedule. 


